
Chapter 20: The Enlightenment
 
Essential Vocabulary
 

1. A salon is a gathering of people under the roof of an inspiring host, held partly to 
amuse one another and partly to refine taste and increase their knowledge of the 
participants through conversation. 
 
2. Philosophes were public intellectuals who applied reason to the study of many 
areas of learning, including philosophy, history, science, politics, economics and social 
issues. They had a critical eye and looked for weaknesses and failures that needed 
improvement. They promoted a "republic of letters" that crossed national boundaries and 
allowed intellectuals to freely exchange books and ideas. 
 

Test related questions
What was the Enlightenment? 
What was a salon?
What are philosophes? 
Who in particular were these thinkers?
 
Philosophes Invited to the Salon

1. Voltaire (Mitch & Monica)
2. Marie Therese Geoffrin (Claudia & Isabella)
3. Diderot (Ryan & Mara)
4. Joseph Priestly (Jordan & Miguel)
5. Ben Franklin (Katie & Alyssa)
6. James Cook (Nancy & Dajuan)
7. Johann Sebastian Bach (Daisy & Monica)
8. George Frederick Handel (Melissa & Nigama)
9. Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (Nile & Sam)
10. Ludwig van Beethoven (Jane & Emma)
11. Adam Smith (Lauren & Max)
12. Montesquieu (Noah & Micah)
13. Rousseau (Lucy & Ingrid)

 
For each philopsophe....

a) one person is to take on the persona of the Enlightenment thinker; you and your 
partner will be recreating a scene from their life with props; could be a rap or something 
musical; costumes encouraged!
b) one person can be the narrator or complementary character
c) create a poster sized visual to hang in your salon

 
Philosophe Planner
 
1. My partner is:
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2. Our philosophe  is:
 
 
3. Their main accomplishments were:
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. The format we’ll use for participating in the salon (musical, rap, scene we will perform, etc.)
 
 
 
 
 
5. The props we’ll need:
 
 
 
 
 
6. The visual we will create should include 3 key accomplishments. We;ll keep these posted for 
others to study from. Ideas for this visual include: 
 
 
 
 
The salon will take place this Friday, April 13th in class. If my partner is absent that day, they 
will be responsible for a written submission of the “performance.”
 
 
 
 


