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Neolithic Revolution 
1. Begins about 10,000 years ago people in 
the Middle East learned how to raise a wild 
wheat plant, and agriculture (farming and 
raising livestock) was born -- another big 
wave of history.   
2. Some of the causes of the Neolithic 
Revolution, or the start of settled 
agriculture, are: 

–  a warmer climate  
–  longer growing season  

3. The result is the development of 
permanent settlements or communities. 
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Neolithic Revolution 
Agriculture and irrigation began in an 
area of the Middle East called the 
Fertile Crescent that stretched from 
Iraq to Egypt.  

Agriculture is believed to have been 
started 9000 years ago in Jarmo, an 
archeological site in the Zargros 
mountains in North East Iraq. 

Costs & Advantages of Agriculture 
Advantages Costs 

• Steady food supplies 

• Greater populations 

• Leads to organized 
societies capable of 
supporting additional 
vocations (soldiers, 
managers, etc.) 

• Heavily dependant on 
certain food crops 
(failure = starvation) 

• Disease from close 
contact with animals, 
humans, & waste 

• Can’t easily leave sites 

Agriculture Slowly Spreads: What do 
you notice about the core areas? 
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Domestication of Plants and 
Animals 

1. At about the same time, people began 
to domesticate wild animals, raising 
them for food and as a source of power 
that could pull wagons and plows.   

2. The dog was the first animal 
domesticated, followed by the goat, 
horse and pig. 

Roles of Women 

• Women generally lost status under male-
dominated, patriarchal systems.  

• Women were limited in vocation, 
worked in food production, etc. 

• Women may have lacked the 
same social rights as men.  

Agricultural Surplus 
Because agriculture could support more 
people per square mile than hunting and 
gathering, human population increased 
from about two million people during the 
early Stone Age to about 60 million during 
the late Stone Age.  

Farmers learned to grow more food than 
they needed for their own use, resulting in a 
surplus. Farmers increased food production 
through irrigation which allowed for the 
cultivation of more land and technology such 
as the plow and potters wheel.  
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Specialization of Labor 
This food surplus will lead to the 
development of cities and civilization. 

Agricultural surpluses made it possible to 
accumulate wealth, and that led to 
specialization of labor because not 
everyone had to raise food to make a living. 

Some people could specialize in non-
agricultural work – (craftsmen or artisans) 
like making pottery, or becoming priests or 
government officials -- and be supported by 
others from the agricultural surplus.   
Traders also emerged and with them 
came the inventions of the wheel and 
the sail. 

Civilization 
Large groups of people living together 
encouraged specialization of labor, the 
development of government, and written 
language, all of which are important features of 
civilization.   
The five characteristics of civilizations are  
1.   advanced cities (centers for trade),  
2.   specialized workers (artisans),  
3.   complex institutions (government, religion 
and economy),  
4.   record keeping, and  
5.   advanced technology.  

Civilization 
Complex societies usually meant greater 
separation of people into classes based on 
social position or wealth. (origins of social 
classes) 
Civilized societies also tended to be more 
warlike and more patriarchal (male 
dominated) than hunter-gatherer bands in 
which everyone helped to supply food that 
ensured the group’s survival.  
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Social Classes 
Often a wealthy class of aristocrats 
controlled the land and collected rents 
from poor farmers.  Society became 
divided between the “haves” and the 
“have nots.” People in civilized 
societies divided themselves into 
unequal social classes with priests and 
kings at the top, men came to 
dominate women, and slavery became 
common. 

Religion 
Religion became more organized and focused on 
many nature and animal spirits. People began to 
develop religious rituals. 

Record Keeping 

Writing probably began as a way to 
record business dealings, especially 
the exchange of agricultural products. 
Writing was used to track accounts, 
record time or seasons (calendar) and 
record laws.  Cities and writing are 
considered the primary indicators 
of civilization.  When people started 
to write, prehistoric times ended, and 
historic times began. 

Advanced Civilization: The Next Step? 

• By 3500BCE, relatively large, advanced 
preliterate societies had developed along 
the Indus, Huang He, Nile, and Tigris & 
Euphrates Rivers.  

• As societies grew in size and need, 
sedentary human beings were once again 
faced with pressures to adapt to changing 
natural and human environments. 
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Writing Writing began as 
pictographs which 
were symbols of 
objects. 
Cuneiform writing  
developed in 
Sumer and was 
wedge shaped. 
Professional record 
keepers who could 
read and write 
were known as 
Scribes. 

Further Technological Advancements 

Wheeled Vehicles 
• Saves labor, allows transport of 
large loads and enhances trade 

Potters Wheel (c.6000BCE) 
• Allows the construction of more 
durable clay vessels and artwork 

Irrigation & Driven Plows 
• Allows further increase of food 
production, encourages pop. growth 

Early Human Impact on the Environment 

• Deforestation in places where copper, 
bronze, and salt were produced. 

• Erosion and flooding where agriculture 
disturbed soil and natural vegetation. 

• Selective extinction of large land animals 
and weed plants due to hunting & 
agriculture. Agricultural originally developed in Africa, 

China, India, Mesopotamia and Americas 
(Central and South). 
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Zargros Mountains 


