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Western Civ        Name_____________________ 

Gaius Julius Caesar:  

Man of the People or Power-Hungry Politician? 

You Decide! 

Clearly, Caesar was an ambitious, influential and successful leader. As a man of great energy, varied 

interests, and significant achievements, he would hold the offices of high priest, judge, military tribune, and 

provincial governor, among others. Eventually, he would assume the high position of consul (by bargaining 

with Pompey and Crassus to form a Triumvirate of power), lead the most powerful army in the world, 

defeat the seemingly unconquerable Gallic tribes, and be declared by the Senate “dictator for life.”  Caesar 

could overwhelm people with the force of his character. He made himself into a wonderful public speaker. 

More than once he won battles and stopped rebellions or mutinies by the commanding force of his words. 

Repeatedly, he turned the tide of battle by bravely charging the enemy at the head of his soldiers. In 

addition, his books The Gallic War and The Civil War prove his skill as a writer.  Nonetheless, Caesar’s 

great ambition led him to his ultimate downfall. His disregard of ancient Roman customs and the republican 

ideal proved his undoing. On the Ides of March, 44 BC, Caesar was brutally assassinated in the Senate hall 

by a group of Senators. 

 

 Directions: Read through the following information about Julius Caesar and identify characteristics of his 

leadership. How did he become a successful leader? Label evidence which supports him for each of the 

following categories:  

 

AMB  =    Ambitious, skilled and ruthless politician  

CEL  =    Cultivates celebrity status and public image for political gain 

ELIT  =    Uses elite status and privileged position for personal gain   

PEOP =    Helped the people and soldiers of Rome (“man of the people”) 

MIL =    Military skill 

 

In addition, when you read information which makes you think “Wow!” label it with -  !!! 
 

 

Step 2 

We will then use the information to have a “Senate Debate” over how Caesar should be memorialized 

 *  Was Caesar  a  man of the people or a power-hungry politician?  * 

  *  Did he help Rome or destroy it? * 

• You will be assigned a historical figure: __________________________ 

• Read for evidence which will support your character’s opinion about Caesar  

• Write a statement (3 – 5 sentences) which presents your character's opinion  on Julius Caesar  and 
practice it!  

• Presentation of statements in a "Senate - Style" debate. Feel free to wear a toga! 
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102/100 B.C     Gaius Julius Caesar was born to a patrician family (the Julii clan); he received an excellent 

education; his father was a praetor (high official- judge); his uncle through marriage was the great military leader 

Marius 

85 BC When Caesar is 15, his father died and it became Caesar’s responsibility to bring honor to the family name. 

Caesar was tall, slim, good-looking. He tried to bring attention to himself in the style of his clothes. He often wore a 

loose belt tied around his middle. His tunics were designed so that the sleeves had fringes that reached to his wrists. 

This was a fancy and unusual style. The boy had also become vain (arrogant) about his handsome looks. He wore 

his hair perfumed and carefully combed. Sometimes he even had a servant pluck his eyebrows 

 

He married three times; each time he married women not for love but for wealth and political connections.  

84 BC- 16 year old Caesar broke his engagement to another girl in order to marry the 14-year-old daughter  

of the consul Cinna.  He felt no romantic interest in Cinna’s daughter, Cornelia, but he was full of 

political ambition and wanted to improve his standing in Rome. Caesar and Cornelia would have 

one child together (Caesar’s only legitimate child whom he loved dearly). Of course, she was 

named Julia, because she was the daughter of a Julii clan.   

 

82 BC-  Sulla marched into Rome and declared revenge on his enemy Cinna (Caesar’s father-in-law) who was   

eventually assassinated. Sulla ordered the murders of six thousand political enemies. Army officers loyal to  

Cinna were beheaded. Sulla ordered the tomb of Marius opened. His troops dumped the bones of his old  

enemy into a nearby river. A nephew of Marius was beat in the streets by Sulla’s men and had his arms and  

legs broken with sticks. Next they sliced off his ears and ripped his tongue out of his mouth. Then they  

gouged out his eyes. While the tortured man was still breathing, they finally cut off his head. As a nephew 

of Marius and Cinna’s son-in-law, Caesar was lucky to escape a similar fate. Sulla demanded that Caesar 

divorce his wife Cornelia, but Caesar was too proud to do so. He fled Rome on horseback and hid in the 

mountains. At last, he became seriously ill with malaria. Sulla’s troops found him and took him prisoner. 

But Caesar’s life was spared. Many historians believe that Caesar’s mother and members of her noble 

family paid bribes and begged Sulla to pardon (forgive) him. 

   

80 BC – Caesar realized it was too dangerous for him to stay in Rome so he went to work for the new provincial 

governor in Asia. The governor sent him on a mission to persuade King Nicomedes of Bithynia to lend his fleet of 

warships to Rome. Nicomedes found Caesar to be very charming and loaned him the ships. He then took the ships 

and went into combat, where he proved himself an able soldier. In the middle of a fight, he rescued a comrade. For 

his bravery, he was awarded the “citizen’s crown.” This was a wreath of oak leaves that he was allowed to wear on 

public occasions for the rest of his life. It was a high honor. When he wore it, people would have to rise to their feet 

and salute him.  

 

77 BC- After Sulla’s death, Caesar returned to Rome and looked for a way to gain the attention of the public. Since 

according to Roman law, no important government office could be held by anyone under the age of 30, Caesar 

searched for a way to gain notice in the meantime. In Rome, lawyers were not paid; they performed their work for 

free as a public service. But Caesar realized lawyers could win public attention by bringing criminals to trial. Trials 

took place in the Forum where crowd of people gathered to watch and listen. Caesar prosecuted men who had served 

with Sulla and stolen money while in office. Although he lost his cases, he spoke very persuasively and won more 

admirers.  
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75 B.C     While sailing to Greece to study the art of public speaking with a famous Greek teacher, Julius was 

kidnapped by Cilician pirates and held for ransom. When informed that they intended to ask for 20 talents (about 

one thousand pounds of silver), he is supposed to have insisted that he was worth at least 50. He remained in the 

pirate camp with his personal doctor and servants. He was a prisoner, but the pirates treated him with friendliness. 

He maintained a friendly, joking relationship with the pirates while the money was being raised; he even 

participated in their games and exercises and read his poems aloud to the pirates. But he warned them that he would 

track them down and have them crucified after he was free again. He did just that, with the help of volunteers, as a 

warning to other pirates, but he first cut their throats to lessen their suffering because they had treated him well. 

  

74 BC – While studying on the Greek island of Rhodes, the 26-year-old Caesar learned that he had been elected to 

the college of the pontifices, a high religious position. His mother , Aurelia, had used her family influence to win 

him the position. He gained alot of popularity because of this and because he sided with those seeking power outside 

the circle of nobles, who at that time dominated the Roman senate.  

 

c. 70BC- Upon his return from Rhodes, the Assembly elected Caesar as one of the Republic’s twenty-four military 

tribunes. Military tribunes had the duty of raising troops and sometimes serving as officers. As a military tribune 

Caesar may have fought in the war against the slave, Spartacus. The rich man Crassus and to a lesser extent, the 

general Pompey put down Spartacus and his slave rebellions. Later, Caesar would form a Triumvirate of power with 

these two men.  

 

69 BC- Assembly elected Caesar as one of the Republic’s twenty quaestors. Quaestors supervised the Republic’s 

treasury (money). In the provinces, they assisted governors. Service as a quaestor would earn thirty-year-old Caesar 

to lifetime membership in the Senate. 

 

69 BC- Caesar’s Aunt Julia, the widow of General Marius, died. His wife Cornelia also suddenly died around the 

same time.  They had been married for fifteen years. Caesar delivered a public funeral speech in the Forum for both 

women. Caesar’s speeches won him more support among the people. 

 

69 BC – Caesar served his quaestorship in the province of Further Spain (southwestern Spain). He was assigned 

to conduct the courts in the province’s major cities. As a judge, he decided such things as land boundaries and water 

rights and the return of escaped slaves.  Plutarch writes in his biography of Caesar that one day when free from 

business in Spain after reading some part of the history of Alexander (the Great), he sat a great while very 

thoughtful, and at last burst out into tears. His friends were surprised, and asked him the reason of it. “Do you 

think,” said he, “I have not just cause to weep, when I consider that Alexander at my age had conquered so many 

nations, and I have all this time done nothing that is memorable.” After serving about a year and a half, Caesar 

returned home. 

 

67 BC -  Caesar had achieved success, but he wanted even more. Upon arriving in Rome, he attempted to widen his 

social influence and gain money to support his political ambition. He married Pompeia, the granddaughter of his old 

enemy Sulla. Caesar felt no romantic interest in Pompeia. He simply recognized the importance of her family, one of 

the richest in Rome.  

 

67 BC – Pompey was the most important man in Rome at this time. He had received credit and glory for defeating 

the Slave armies of Spartacus. He also had defeated pirate fleets which raided Italy and made the entire 

Mediterranean Sea safe for Roman merchant ships. Caesar openly threw his support behind Pompey to increase his 

own popularity with roman commoners.  
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66 BC – Caesar was elected curator of the Appian Way. As curator, it was Caesar’s duty to repair and improve the 

important highway. While at the job, he learned engineering skills as a builder of roads and bridges. Travelers spoke 

highly of his work. If it made him more popular, the costs were not important to Caesar. While curator, Plutarch 

reports that Caesar spent “vast sums of his own money.” 

 

66 BC – Caesar began to go deeply in debt. He spent far too freely. He loved collecting jewels, fine vases, and 

lovely paintings. He also enjoyed surrounding himself with servants, and they were costly to feed and clothe. Money 

meant nothing to Caesar. A few years, earlier, he had built himself an expensive country lakeside home outside of 

Rome. But he was not happy with how it looked. So he had it torn down and built a new one it its place. 

 

66 BC-  Caesar campaigned and won election as an aedile for the coming year. It was his next step up the political 

ladder. Rome’s aediles were responsible for the public baths, the distribution of grain to the poor, and the city water 

supply. Other duties included keeping the markets orderly and supervising the city’s public entertainments. The 

writer Suetonius tells us that while aedile Caesar “beautified the Capitol aalso with fair open galleries built for 

temporary use during the public shows and plays.” 

 

65 BC – In September of this year, Rome’s aediles organized two weeks of games. Caesar carelessly went deeper 

into debt to make sure the games were amazing. Horse races and chariot races dazzled audiences at the Circus. 

Crowds cheered at boxing matches and mobbed arenas to watch lions and tigers in combat. Caesar borrowed money 

from Crassus the Rich in order to present three hundred and twenty gladiator combat duels. Rome had seen nothing 

like it and it made him an overnight celebrity. Caesar’s activities as aedile made him talked about throughout the 

city and gave him even more supporters. 

 

63 BC- At the age of thirty-seven, Caesar ran for the office of pontifex maximus, high priest of the Roman 

religion. Becoming high priest would be a lifelong, honored position. Caesar understood how this position would 

greatly advance his political career.  His efforts to win the position included making gifts and paying large bribes to 

the priests who voted for the office. If he lost the election he knew he would have to leave Rome to escape repaying 

his debts. He won the election and moved into the official residence of the pontifex maximus- a grand mansion in 

the center of the city. As pontifex maximus, Caesar was responsible for Rome’s religious treasury and library. It 

was his duty to decide questions of sacred law and make judgments in religious courts. He also conducted animal 

sacrifices and religious celebrations. 

 

63 BC- The same year he became pontifex maximus, Caesar also ran for the office of praetor. He also won this 

election. Rome’s eight praetors served as the Republic’s highest judges.  

 

63 BC- Caesar defended obedience to Roman law when he spoke in the Senate and declared that executing without 

any trial  two people accused of plotting against the Republic would go against the long traditions of the Republic.     

 

61 BC- Caesar divorced his wife Pompeia after five years of marriage due to the Bona Dea scandal. During the 

celebration of the Bona Dea, Publius Clodius who was in love with Pompeia, snuck into the women’s only 

celebration in order to be with Pompeia. Caesar used this scandal as an excuse to divorce Pompeia. She had given 

him no children and he wanted a son. 

 

61 BC-  After a year of service, each of Rome’s eight praetors received a reward. As his prize, the Senate named 

Caesar governor of Further Spain. As governor, Caesar would be able to gain large amounts of money. By the 

time of his departure for Spain, Caesar was deeply in debt. Some people even threatened him with prison. Crassus 

the Rich realized the political value of having Caesar as a friend. Just before Caesar left for Spain, Crassus loaned 

him twenty million sesterces to pay off most of Caesar’s debts. 
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61 BC- Trouble plagued the Roman province of Spain: large bands of robbers raided the towns.  Soon after arriving 

in Spain and assuming his position as governor, Caesar raised five thousand soldiers and they, along with his 

already assembled two Roman legions, defeated the robbers after months of fighting. Caesar brought peace to the 

region and happily kept much of the robbers’ treasure for himself. 

  

60 BC –Caesar returned to Rome in order to run for the office of Consul, the highest position in the Republic. 

Caesar had many supporters, but he realized he could not win the election unless he spent lots of money on bribes. 

In a brilliant political move, he approached the two most powerful men in Rome, Pompey and Crassus the Rich, and 

suggested that they join him in a secret alliance. As a war hero, Pompey had the support of his thousands of army 

veterans. As Rome’s richest citizen, Crassus had plenty of money to spend on the election. Caesar himself had 

gained the support of huge numbers of the common people in Rome. The historian Suetonius writes that they agreed 

“that nothing should be done or passed…that displeased any of them three.” The alliance became known as “The 

Triumvirate,” which meant a ruling group of three. 

 

60 BC – Caesar and a man named Marcus Calpurnius Bibulus are elected as the consuls for the year. During his first 

session as consul, Caesar immediately introduced something new. He ordered that daily reports be published 

describing the business of the Senate and the Assembly. This was the first time in Rome’s history that this would be 

done regularly. It allowed the common people to know the proceedings of their government leaders. 

 

60 BC – As Consul, Caesar immediately introduced a bill to the Senate. He wanted a new law to give away public 

land to Pompey’s army veterans.  Senator Marcus Cato spoke out against the bill. He continued to talk and talk and 

would not sit down. Caesar became angry and lost his temper. He ordered Cato arrested by Senate guards. Dozens of 

Senators began to leave- this was not the way to run the Senate! Caesar demanded to know why they were going. 

“because I’d rather be with Cato in prison than in the Senate House with you!” responded one senator angrily. 

Caesar realized he had to back down. He ordered that Cato be released. Abandoning the Senate-House altogether, 

Caesar took his land bill directly to the Forum. He knew the Assembly of the people could pass the bill without the 

advice of the Senate. Crassus and Pompey stood beside him as he addressed the crowd. Pompey’s army veterans had 

been organized  into gangs. By using threats and violence, they soon controlled the streets. The senators now 

understood the situation: Caesar, Pompey and Crassus had secretly seized power. When Cato and Bibulus, Caesar’s 

co-counsel, tried to stop the passage of the land bill, one of Pompey’s men went up and dumped a bucket of poop on 

Bibulus’s head. Then they threw him down the temple steps. Bibulus and Cato fled from the Forum. The Assembly 

passed the land bill by a unanimous vote. It seemed few Romans dared defy the wishes of Caesar, Pompey, and 

Crassus.   

 

Whenever Bibilus tried to prevent Caesar from pushing through his legislation, Caesar simply ignored him and 

conducted the government without him. In protest, most members of the Senate refused to attend the Senate when 

Caesar was there. It did not matter to Caesar. With the support of Pompey and Crassus, he ran the government as he 

pleased. During his year in office, he often broke Senate rules and laws. Through the threat of force, he and his two 

partners silenced nearly all of their enemies. The triumvirate was too strong for his Senate enemies to resist. The 

Roman writer Appian called the alliance of Caesar, Pompey and Crassus the “three-headed monster.”  

 

59 BC- To strengthen his position with Pompey, Caesar arranged that the 47-year-old general marry his 17-year-old 

daughter, Julia. Surprisingly, it would turn out to be a happy marriage. Just days after announcement of this 

engagement, Caesar announced that he would be marrying again. He married 18-year-old Calpurnia, the daughter of 

a wealthy nobleman Calpurnius Piso. After Caesar married Calpurnia, he arranged for her father to be elected as 

consul for the next year.  
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59 BC - Caesar introduced a second land bill which would provide public land to another twenty thousand of 

Pompey’s army veterans. It also gave land to Roman citizens with more than three children. In settling these lands, 

both Pompey and Caesar gained more influence and support from the people. 

 

Caesar minted coins with pictures of himself as a way of self-advertisement.  

 

59 BC  - As the year drew to a close, Caesar secured his future by having Vatinius, his ally and tribune of the 

people, push through a law which would make him governor of three untamed  provinces (Cisalpine Gaul, 

Illyricum, and Tranasalpine Gaul (modern-day France and Belgium) after his term as consul ended. As governor, 

he would have a huge army at his command. In addition, he would be safe from his enemies. As long as he held 

government office, he could not be brought to trial for anything he had done while consul. That was Roman law. 

Caesar had crushed the power of the Senate during his year in office. He had been successful because he had been 

ruthless. With the continued support of Pompey and Crassus, he believed nothing bad could happen to him.  

 

58-51 BC – Gallic Wars enabled Caesar to gain political strength as a military leader. He conquered Gaul in a 

brilliant campaign which is still used in studies for training generals today. His victories in Gaul brought into the 

empire what should later become one of the most important new territories to the empire. Caesar also sold many 

captives from his Gallic campaign to slave dealers who followed his army everywhere. The Gauls were marched in 

chains to the busy slave market in Rome. The sale of slaves brought Caesar much money and also gave Romans 

proof of his successes in Gaul.  

 

57 BC -  In two years, Caesar had demonstrated Rome’s military power by brutal example. Every tribe he had 

fought had been defeated. Romans were grateful for his astonishing success. The Senate granted Caesar a public 

thanksgiving period of fifteen days. No Roman general ever before had been granted such an honor. In 63 BC, 

Pompey had only received ten days of public thanksgiving for his military victories.  

 

56BC - Caesar wins war against the Veneti in Armorica (westernmost France). The Veneti humbly surrendered. 

Caesar coldly ordered all of the Veneti leaders executed. The rest of the tribe he sold into slavery. His ruthless 

punishment of the Venti had a purpose. It showed Gaul’s other tribes what they could expect if they revolted. 

56 BC - The Triumvirate was reconfirmed as was Julius Caesar's military command in Gaul. Crassus and Pompey 

became consuls and took military command of Syria and Spain. 

  

55BC - The conquest of Gaul also brought the border of the empire to the river Rhine, where it would remain for 

centuries to come. He also led expeditions into Germany and Britain, which were at that time completely unknown 

to Romans. At this time, Julius Caesar built his amazing bridge across the Rhine in record time- only 10 days!  It 

was a Roman engineering marvel. The Germans of the region were astonished that such a thing could be done and 

so fast. They retreated into the forests, as the Romans marched across the Rhine. The Roman invaders stayed in the 

area long enough to burn “all their villages and buildings [and] cut down the standing grain…” remarked Caesar. 

Then Caesar ordered his soldiers back across the river. He had the bridge destroyed so the Germans could not use it.  

News of Caesar’s raid into Germany greatly excited citizens in Rome.  

 

55 BC – In the late summer, Caesar led his first incursion into Britannia (England). No Roman army had ever 

landed on Britain before!  

 

54BC - More significant campaign against the Britons with as many as  800 ships carrying five legions and four 

thousand horsemen. His victory wasn't definitive since he was forced back to hold a grip on Gaul. 
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54 BC – After returning to Gaul, Caesar learned the sad news that his only child, 22-year-old Julia, had died while 

giving birth. The baby boy lived only a few days longer than his mother. Heartbroken, Caesar  remained in his army 

tent for three days. The death of his daughter affected Caesar personally and politically. The marriage bond that had 

united Caesar and Pompey no longer existed.   

 

53 BC-  While serving as governor of Syria, sixty year old Crassus is killed in battle against the Parthians. The 

Parthians presented his cut-off head to their king. With the death of Crassus, Caesar had lost his greatest ally. Truly, 

the Triumvirate was at an end. Now, only Caesar and Pompey remained.  

 

52 BC - Caesar’s political enemies never stopped plotting against him and tried to take away his power. His political 

enemies in Rome took advantage of the hopelessness of the campaign against the Brittons. Pompey was convinced 

into joining Caesar's opposition (the Optimates - Conservative party). This same year, Pompey married Cornelia, the 

daughter of one of Caesar’s political enemies, Metellus Scipio. Pompey quickly arranged an election so that his new 

father-in-law could serve with him as co-counsel for the rest of 52 BC. The political gap was widening between 

Caesar and Pompey, his former father-in-law.  

 

52BC - Caesar writes his De Bello Gallico (Commentaries of his War in Gaul) praised even by his opponent Cicero 

for his ability as a writer. The 7 books have remained a landmark on military strategy through the ages. 

 

52 BC - There is no question that Caesar was a bold and brilliant leader of his troops. He had the rare ability to 

excite in them fierce pride and loyalty. One officer declared that the soldiers loved his “wonderful good spirits.” 

Caesar molded his men into excellent soldiers by personal example, both in camp and in battle. Plutarch writes, 

“There was no danger to which he did not willingly expose himself.” Caesar’s soldiers were astonished to see a 

general willing to suffer the same hardships they did. Suetonius recorded that Caesar “handled weapons with great 

skill, was an excellent rider, and had amazing [energy]. On marches he sometimes led on horseback, but more often 

on foot, bare-headed [without a helmet]…” He was also highly skilled in army organization and planning. He was 

quick, inventive, and always ready to learn new tactics and strategy. He also knew how to communicate his ideas. 

Finally, Caesar was willing to take chances. Repeatedly, he calculated his risks, and in the end his gambles were 

successful.  In eight years, Caesar had won an incredible two hundred thousand square miles of territory for 

Rome. He and his soldiers had captured over eight hundred towns and killed more than one million people.  Near 

the end of 52, BC, the Senate honored Caesar by ordering a 28 day thanksgiving celebration in his honor. 

52 BC – Caesar knew his time as governor would soon end. He wished to prevent any more outbreaks of fighting in 

Gaul. His officer Hirtius later rote, “He therefore showed the tribes every possible honor…” He rewarded loyal 

Gallic leaders and kept taxes low. He only demanded that the Gauls pay Rome a yearly tribute of 40 million 

sesterces. Sulla, when he conquered Asia, had demanded 480 million sesterces a year from that province. Caesar 

demanded that the Gauls surrender some land for Roman colonists. But he let them keep most of their property and 

allowed them to rule under their own laws and customs. It seemed peace had come to Gaul at last.   

 

 

 50BC – Caesar sensed new dangers brewing in Rome. The consul Marcus Marcellus insisted that if the Gallic war 

had truly ended then Caesar’s legions should be sent home. Caesar guessed the Senate wished to take his power 

from him. Some Romans regarded him as a threat to the Republic. Many senators feared the idea of Caesar being  

elected consul again.  Caesar’s political enemies believed that as consul, with his loyal soldiers to support him, 

Caesar meant to ruin the Republic. On December 1, 50 BC, the Senate decided that a new governor should be sent 

north to replace Caesar. One of Caesar’s supporters, the tribune, Gaius Scribonius Curio, used his veto to prevent the 

order from going into effect.  
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50 BC -  December 10: The Senate demands that Caesar give up his armies or be thought of as a traitor. Marc 

Antony, Caesar’s ally who had just been elected tribune (and who by the way was also a “tall, handsome man, with 

a wide forehead and curved nose [that] gave him a manly appearance,” as well as a “pleasure-seeker who enjoyed 

going to the theatre, drinking, dining and pursuing women.”) angrily spoke against the motion. He read a letter from 

Caesar in which Caesar again offered to surrender his command if Pompey did the same. The Senate refused and 

responded with a declaration that Caesar would be considered a public enemy if he did not give up his legions 

within two months. It seemed the Senate preferred to put their trust in Pompey rather than in Caesar.  

 

49 BC : 11th January 49BC – Caesar was faced with a most serious choice: submitting to the demand of the Senate 

would insult his dignity, ruin his political career and might even endanger his life. He did not wish to be brought to 

trial for things he had done as consul in 59 BC. By keeping his army, he could keep his power, but it would mean 

civil war. Finally, he came to the Rubicon River (which was the border between the province he ruled and the 

Italian territories of the Roman empire).  At the river’s edge, he wrestled with his conscience. Finally, he made his 

decision and exclaimed:  "The die is cast" - "Alea Jacta Est".  He and his legions then famously crossed the river 

Rubicon and took power over Rome as a dictator against Pompey. To this day when someone “crosses the 

Rubicon, they are making a decision from which there is no return. Caesar’s army marched into Rome. Pompey 

barely managed to escape.  

 

49-48BC - Pompey leaves Rome for the Italian port of Brindisi in time to rally in Greece with his army: three 

hundred ships, plenty of supplies and something in the region of 50,000 men. 

 

48BC - Caesar finally defeated Pompey in a complete victory at Pharsalia (Eastern side of Greece). However, 

Pompey still has many allies and he hurried to Egypt where he hoped to find safety from the young king, Ptolemy 

XIII. He reached Alexandria just three days before Caesar. Hoping to win Caesar’s favor, Ptolemy and his advisers 

ordered Pompey murdered. When Caesar arrived in Alexandria, he was presented with Pompey’s head as a gift. 

Caesar turned away at the sight. He grieved for the man, remembering that Pompey had once been his great political 

ally, good friend and son-in-law. Caesar ordered that Pompey’s remains be returned to Italy to be buried with honor 

on Pompey’s Alban estate.  

 

48 BC – Caesar eventually took the 21-year-old Cleopatra’s side in a civil war between her and her 13-year-old 

brother, Ptolemy. Cleopatra charmed Caesar with her cleverness and irresistible presence. Plutarch tells the 

following story of how Cleopatra snuck through Ptolemy’s army lines in order to enter the city and meet Caesar:  

 

One evening at sunset, a small boat entered Alexandria Harbor and tied up near the royal palace. 

A greek from Sicily named Apollodorus stepped onto the dock. Over his shoulder, he carried a long, heavy 

bag. He brought the bag into the palace. It was a gift, he said, for Caesar. The bag was placed at Caesar’s 

feet. In a moment, it began to wriggle and open. The bag came untied and out of it rose Cleopatra herself. 

With a smile, the young queen apologized for choosing this unusual manner of entering the  palace.  She 

could think of no other way to fulfill Caesar’s summons. 

 

Plutarch describes how “there was an attractiveness in her person and talk…” It was as if she had cast an instant 

spell over the Roman general. The 52-year-old Caesar and 21-year-old Cleopatra soon became lovers. They shared a 

real affection for one another, as well as similar political goals. Caesar helped her to defeat her brother in the Civil 

War. Six months after his arrival in Egypt, Caesar restored Queen Cleopatra to her throne.  
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47 BC - Caesar spent significant time in Egypt. After placing Cleopatra on the Egyptian throne, Caesar remained at 

her side. He even took a long pleasure trip with her on her pleasure barge. They cruised along the Nile as far as 

Ethiopia. Their love affair seemed real and she soon became pregnant. (Later, she would later give birth to his son). 

By this time, however, many Romans were grumbling about unrest in the provinces. Caesar understood that duty 

called him. Caesar left for Syria with one small legion and swiftly defeated the king Pharnaces. His victory was so 

complete that Caesar proudly would later tell a friend in Latin, “Veni, vidi, vici.” In translation, the words are simple 

and direct: “I came, I saw, I conquered.” 

 

47 BC-  Caesar returned to Italy and arranged for himself and loyal general Marcus Aemilus Lepidus to be elected 

consuls. Marcus  Brutus, the son of his mistress Servilia, was made governor of Cisalpine Gaul. Caesar sold 

Pompey’s estates, as well as those of other dead or rebellious enemy nobles. The money paid his own troops and 

enabled him to continue the civil war. To feed Rome’s hungry poor, Caesar ordered that grain, cooking oil, and 

money be handed out.  Caesar even put down a mutiny among his soldiers by enticing them with his mesmerizing 

words and promising them greater awards if they would accompany him to fight in Africa.  

 

47 BC  After just two months in Rome, Caesar set off for Africa where his enemies had been busy gathering 

legions. By April, 46 BC Caesar was ready to fight.  In the Battle of Thapsus, Caesar’s troops faced Scipio’s army 

which possessed African elephants. Caesar’s archers and slingers sent a stinging rain of arrows and stones down 

upon the giant beasts. The wounded animals finally turned around and stampeded among their own troops. The 

enemy cavalry fled in complete disorder. Stunned enemy troops dropped their weapons in surrender. Over ten 

thousand surrendering men were slaughtered. Scipio committed suicide. Caesar gave Rome a new province to be 

called Africa Nova.  

 

46 BC – Upon his return from Africa, Rome held a series of four spectacular triumphs to honor Caesar, one for the 

great victories he had won on foreign soil: Gaul, Egypt, Pontus (Asia), and Africa. The treasure used to pay for 

these celebrations included 2,822 gold crowns presented by towns and cities throughout the Roman Empire. Rome 

now possessed an empire that stretched from the Rhine River in the north to the African desert in the south.  Each 

triumphant march took up an entire day.  Caesar came at the end in a fabulous chariot pulled by four white horses. 

Each horse wore a crown. Caesar was dressed n a purple toga. A laurel wreath crowned his head. He held an eagle 

scepter in his hand. His face was painted red. The honored victor was supposed to resemble Jupiter, king of the 

gods. Behind Caesar on his chariot stood a slave.  The slave held a golden wreath over Caesar’s head. Another slave 

walked behind the chariot chanting, “Remember you are human.” This was to keep Caesar from becoming too proud 

and making the gods jealous.  At the end of the last parade, a huge banquet was served. Two hundred thousand 

Roman citizens feasted at 22 thousand tables. Then came a series a grand events, the most amazing entertainment 

the city of Rome had ever seen: gladiators, boxing matches, plays, chariot races, fights with elephants, lions,  

hundreds of soldiers, cavalry. Prisoners and criminals were forced to fight each other to death.   

 

46 BC  - Cleopatra arrived in Rome with her one-year-old son she had had with Caesar. Caesar gave his Egyptian 

lover a villa outside the city limits. 

 

The Senate heaped honors on Caesar and even ordered that a statue of him stand on a globe in the Temple of Jupiter. 

The Senate proclaimed Caesar Rome’s dictator for the next ten years. The Senate further granted him the right 

to sit beside the consuls in the Senate. He would be recognized first in all Senate debates.  

 

Accomplishments as Dictator:  

Above all things, Caesar intended to take care of his army veterans. They deserved to be rewarded for their loyalty 

and good service on the battlefield. He began by granting them each a bonus of twenty thousand sesterces. It was a 

huge amount of money. His soldiers could live in comfort the rest of their lives.  
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Next he looked for ways to put tens of thousands of Romans to work in the city and throughout Italy. He 

planned the construction of a new Senate-House. He had had marshes drained, deepened the harbor, had more 

aqueducts built. In addition, he desired the construction of more roads throughout Italy.   He also ordered 

landowners who used slave laborers to substitute free men for at least one third of their work force. He also founded 

20 colonies in Spain, France, Switzerland, Africa, and elsewhere to provide land for Rome’s landless poor. These 

programs cut by half the number of Romans who lived on government grain handouts.  

 

Caesar’s most lasting reform was to set up a new calendar. He replaced the old Roman calendar, linked to phases of 

the moon, with a new solar calendar worked out by the scholars of Alexandria. The new calendar was called the 

Julian calendar. The seventh month July, was named after Julius Caesar, because it included his birthday. The 

calendar was used in most of Europe until 1582, when slight changes were made for even greater accuracy.  

 

About a month before his public murder, he had decided to dismiss his bodyguard. This decision may have been 

prompted in part by a desire to improve his image by suggesting that he was immortal.  
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